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RELEASE PERMIT. A permit issued by the Animal Control Officer, or other person in charge of 
the pound, for the release of any animal that has been taken to the pound. A release permit may be 

obtained upon payment of a fee to the City Clerk in accordance with the regular license requirement if 

the animal is unlicensed, payment of a release fee, and any maintenance costs incurred in capturing and 
impounding the animal. The release fee shall be as established in the Ordinance Establishing Fees and 

Charges adopted pursuant to § 30.11, as it may be amended from time to time. 

§91.02 DOGS AND CATS. 

(A)Running at large prohibited. It shall be unlawful for the dog or cat of any person who 

owns, harbors, or keeps a dog or cat, to run at large. A person, who owns, harbors, or 
keeps a dog or cat which runs at large shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Dogs or cats on a leash 
and accompanied by a responsible person or accompanied by and under the control and 
direction of a responsible person, so as to be effectively restrained by command as by leash, 
shall be permitted in streets or on public land unless the city has posted an area with signs 
reading "Dogs or Cats Prohibited." 

(B) License required. 

(1) All dogs over the age of six months kept, harbored, or maintained by their owners in the 

city, shall be licensed and registered with the city. Dog licenses shall be issued by the City Clerk upon 

payment of the license fee as established by the Ordinance Establishing Fees and Charges adopted 

pursuant to § 30.11 of this code, as that ordinance may be amended from time to time. The owner shall 

state, at the time application is made for the license and upon forms provided, his or her name and 
address and the name, breed, color) and sex of each dog owned or kept by him or her. No license shall 
be granted for a dog that has not been vaccinated against distemper and rabies, as evidenced by a 
certificate by a veterinarian qualified to practice in the state in which the dog is vaccinated. 

(2) It shall be the duty of each owner of a dog subject to this section to pay to the City Clerk 
the license fee established in the Ordinance Establishing Fees and Charges adopted pursuant to § 30.11, 

as it may be amended from time to time. 

(3) Upon payment of the license fee as established by the Ordinance Establishing Fees and 
Charges adopted pursuant to § 30.11 of this code, as that ordinance may be amended from time to time, 

the Clerk shall issue to the owner a license certificate and metallic tag for each dog licensed. The tag 
hall have stamped on it the year for which it is issued and the number corresponding with the number 
on the certificate. Every owner shall be required to provide each dog with a collar to which the license 

tag must be affixed, and shall see that the collar and tag are constantly worn. In case a dog tag is lost or 

destroyed, a duplicate shall be issued by the City Clerk. A charge shall be made for each duplicate tag 

in an amount established in the Ordinance Establishing Fees and Charges adopted pursuant to § 30.11, 

as it may be amended from time to time. Dog tags shall not be transferable from one dog to another and 

no refunds shall be made on any dog license fee or tag because of death of a dog or the owner’s leaving 

the city before the expiration of the license period.
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(4) The licensing provisions of this division (B) shall not apply to dogs whose owners are 

nonresidents temporarily within the city, nor to dogs brought into the city for the purpose of participating 

inany dog show. Service animals do not require a license. 

(5) The funds received by the City Clerk from all dog licenses and metallic tags fees as 
established by the Ordinance Establishing Fees and Charges adopted pursuant to § 30.11 of this code, 
as that ordinance may be amended from time to time, shall first be used to defray any costs incidental 
to the enforcement of this chapter; including, but not restricted to, the costs of licenses, metallic tags, 
and impounding and maintenance of the dogs. 

(C) Cats. Ca:s shall be included as controlled by this division insofar as running-at-large, pickup, 

impounding, boarding, and proof of anti-rabies vaccine is concerned. All other provisions of this 
section shall also apply to cats unless otherwise provided. 

% (D) Vaccination. 

(1) All dogs and cats kept harbored, maintained, or transported within the city shall be 

vaccinated at least once every three years by a licensed veterinarian for: 

(a) Rabies - with a live modified vaccine; and 

(b) Distemper. 

(2) A certificate of vaccination must be kept on file which states the date of vaccination, 
owner's name and address, the animal’s name (if applicable), sex, description and weight, the type of 

vaccine, and the veterinarian's signature. Upon demand made by the City Clerk, the Animal Control 
Officer or a police officer, the owner shall present for examination the required certificate(s) of 
vaccination for the animal(s). In cases where certificates are not presented, the owner or keeper of the 
animal(s) shall have seven days in which to present the certificate(s) to the City Clerk or officer. 

Failure to do so shall be deemed a violation of this section. 
Penalty, see § 91.99 

§91.03 NON-DOMESTIC ANIMALS. 

Except as provided in M.S.§ 346.155, as it may be amended from time to time, it shall be illegal 
for any person to own, possess, harbor, or offer for sale, any non-domestic animal within the city. Any 
owner of a non-domestic animal at the time of adoption of this code shall have 30 days in which to 
remove the animal from the city after which time the city may impound the anjmal as provided for in 
this section. An exception shall be made to this prohibition for animals specifically trained for and 
actually providing assistance to the handicapped or disabled, and for those animals brought into the city 
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(5) Purchase a ticket of admission or otherwise gain admission to the activity of cockfighting, 
dogfighting, or violent pitting of one pet or companion animal against another of the same or a different 
kind. 

' 91.19 FEEDING STRAY CATS AND DOGS. 

(A) Definitions. 

(1) FEED or FEEDING means the placing of dog or cat food, or similar food products or 

consumable materials attractive to dogs and cats, which may result in dogs and cats congregating thereon 

on a regular basis, placed on the ground, in an obviously intended feeder, or in a feeder at a height 

accessible to cats and dogs. 

(2) STRAY means an unlicensed domestic or feral dog or cat running at large and 

unaccompanied or controlled by an owner. 

(B) Policy and purpose. High populations of stray dogs and cats pose a hazard to human health and 

safety, as such animals provide a fruitful breeding ground for infectious disease, including but not limited 
to rabies and distemper, and may otherwise bite or attack humans and domestic animals. In addition, 

food provided for stray animals is often attractive to wild animals such as raccoons and rodents and may 

create nuisance conditions such as a rat harborage or other wild animal infestation. 

(C) No person shall feed or allow the feeding of any stray cat or dog within the city. 

(D) Exceptions. Veterinarians and persons who, acting within the scope of their employment with 

any governmental entity non-profit, or humane society has custody of or manages stray dogs and cats are 

not subject to the prohibitions of this section. 

' 91.99 PENALTY. 

(A) Separate offenses. Each day a violation of this chapter is committed or permitted to continue 

shall constitute a separate offense and shall be punishable under this section. 

(B) Misdemeanor. Unless otherwise provided, violation of this chapter shall constitute a 

misdemeanor punishable as provided in ' 10.99. 

(C) Petty misdemeanor., Viola\ticns of ' 91.02, 91.07, 91.13 and 91.14 are petty misdemeanors 

punishable as provided in/* 10.99. *) 
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' 10.99 GENERAL PENALTY AND ENFORCEMENT. 

(A) Any person, firm, or corporation who violates any provision of this code for which another 

penalty is not specifically provided, shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a misdemeanor. The penalty 

which may be imposed for any crime which is a misdemeanor under this code, including Minnesota 

Statutes specifically adopted by reference, shall be a sentence of not more than 90 days or a fine of not 

more than $1,000, or both. 

(B) Any person, firm or corporation who violates any provision of this code, including Minnesota 

Statutes specifically adopted by reference, which is designated to be a petty misdemeanor shall, upon 

conviction be guilty of a petty misdemeanor. The penalty which may be imposed for any petty offense 

which is a petty misdemeanor shall be a sentence of a fine of not more than $300. 

(C) Pursuant to M.S. ' 631.48, as it may be amended from time to time, in either the case of a 

misdemeanor or a petty misdemeanor, the costs of prosecution may be added. A separate offense shall 

be deemed committed upon each day during which a violation occurs or continues. 

(D) The failure of any officer or employee of the city to perform any official duty imposed by this 

code shall not subject the officer or employee to the penalty imposed for a violation. 

(E) In addition to any penalties provided for in this section or in ' 10.98, if any person, firm or 

corporation fails to comply with any provision of this code, the Council or any city official designated 

by it, may institute appropriate proceedings at law or at equity to restrain, correct or abate the violation. 
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' 10.98 SUPPLEMENTAL ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES. 

(A) Inaddition to those administrative penalties established in this code and the enforcement powers 
granted in ' 10.20, the City Council is authorized to create by resolution, adopted by a majority of the 
members of the Council, supplemental administrative penalties. The resolution may be in the form 
established in Appendix VI of the User=s Guide to the MBC. Such resolution may not proscribe 
administrative penalties for traffic offenses designated by M.S. ' 169.999. 

(B) These administrative penalty procedures in this section are intended to provide the public and 
the city with an informal, cost effective and expeditious alternative to traditional criminal charges for 

violations of certain provisions of this code. The procedures are intended to be voluntary on the part of 
those who have been charged with those offenses. 

(C) Administrative penalties for violations of various provisions of the code, other than those 

penalties established in the code or in statutes that are adopted by reference, may be established from 

time to time by resolution of a majority of the members of the City Council. In order to be effective, an 

administrative penalty for a particular violation must be established before the violation occurred. 

(D) In the discretion of the peace officer, City Clerk, or other person giving notice of an alleged 
violation of a provision of this code, in a written notice of an alleged violation, sent by first class mail to 
the person who is alleged to have violated the code, the person giving notice may request the payment 
of a voluntary administrative penalty for the violation directly to the City Treasurer within 14 days of the 
notice of the violation. A sample notice is contained in the Appendix to this chapter. In the sole discretion 
of the person giving the notice of the alleged violation, the time for payment may be extended an 
additional 14 days, whether or not requested by the person to whom the notice has been given. In addition 
to the administrative penalty, the person giving notice may request in the notice to the alleged violator to 
adopt a compliance plan to correct the situation resulting in the alleged violation and may provide that if 
the alleged violator corrects the situation resulting in the alleged violation within the time specified in 
the notice, that the payment of the administrative penalty will be waived. 

(E) At any time before the payment of the administrative penalty is due, the person who has been 
given notice of an alleged violation may request to appear before the City Council to contest the request 
for payment of the penalty. After a hearing before the Council, the Council may determine to withdraw 
the request for payment or to renew the request for payment. Because the payment of the administrative 
penalty is voluntary, there shall be no appeal from the decision of the Council. 

(F) At any time after the date the payment of the administrative penalty is due, if the administrative 
penalty remains unpaid or the situation creating the alleged violation remains uncorrected, the City, 
through its Attorney, may bring criminal charges in accordance with state law and this code. Likewise, 
the City, in its discretion, may bring criminal charges in the first instance, rather than requesting the 
payment of an administrative penalty, even if a penalty for the particular violation has been established 
by Council resolution. If the administrative penalty is paid, or if any requested correction of the situation 
resulting in the violation is completed, no criminal charges shall be initiated by the City for the alleged 
violation. 
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